TEA

Texas Education Agency

This guidance outlines the responsibilities of school systems to provide information regarding

State Supported Living Centers (SSLCs) when a residential placement is discussed for a student
with a disability.

STATUTORY OVERVIEW

Texas Education Code (TEC) 829.0056 requires the Health and
Human Services Commission (HHSC) to provide materials to the
Texas Education Agency (TEA) regarding educational residential
placement options for students with disabilities who may qualify for
placement in an SSLC; TEA must in turn make the materials available
to school systems. When residential placement is discussed during a
student’s Admission, Review and Dismissal (ARD) committee meeting,
the school must provide the materials to the student's
parent/guardian.
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When This Requirement Applies

Since the statute refers to a school system providing these materials to a parent/guardian “at a meeting of a
child’'s ARD committee at which residential placement is discussed,” TEA expects the materials to be
provided at each ARD committee meeting at which residential placement is discussed. The commissioner's
rule implementing the statute provides at 19 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) 889.1050(k) that the school
system must provide the materials required by the statute whenever a new, proposed, or existing
residential placement is discussed at a student's ARD committee meeting. TEA expects documentation to
reflect both the discussion and the provision of the materials.

Required ARD Committee Actions Documentation Expectations
When residential placement is discussed at an Schools have flexibility in how they document compliance
ARD meeting, the school must: with special education legal requirements. TEA does not

require a specific form, but documentation must be

Provide the HHSC/TEA-developed materials ) o - o )
clearly identifiable during monitoring or review.

regarding educational residential placement
options, including SSLCs, to the parent. Acceptable documentation may include, but is not limited

Document evidence that: to:

. . .  IEP deliberations noting:
1. Residential placement was discussed;

and 1. Residential placement was discussed; and

2. SSLCinformational materials were provided to the

2. The materials were provided to the parent/guardian.

arent/guardian.
P 8 e Other written evidence in the IEP that reasonably

demonstrates the requirement was met.

Key Compliance Reminders for School Systems
e Thisis an annual requirement when residential placement is discussed.
e This applies to all residential placements (proposed, new and existing) discussed at an ARD
committee meeting.
o Documentation is required, but school systems may choose how they document.

Please submit inquiries via email to SpedDayandResidential@tea.texas.gov.



