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Child Find Process for Parentally Placed Private 
School Children with Disabilities Quick Guide 

This quick guide highlights key points and important resources for local education agencies (LEAs) to 
consider for children with disabilities enrolled by their parents/guardians in private schools, including 
religious, elementary schools, and secondary schools located in the LEA. 

Child Find 
Child Find is the process of locating, identifying, and evaluating children with disabilities from birth to age 21 
who may need special education services. This process extends to children who are parentally placed in private 
schools, including those who are home-schooled. 

The LEA where the private school is located is responsible for Child Find, including evaluation. Charter 
schools are only responsible for Child Find for children enrolled in the charter school. 

LEAs should have outreach activities to locate children with disabilities who attend private schools 
within the LEA boundaries. Flyers posted in private school facilities and the community should inform 
families about the Child Find process. 

Initial Evaluations 
If it is determined that a full and individual initial evaluation (FIIE) will be conducted, the LEA must provide the 
parent/guardian with prior written notice (PWN) of its proposal to conduct an evaluation, a copy of the Notice 
of Procedural Safeguards, and an opportunity to provide written informed consent. 

The LEA where the private school is located is responsible for conducting the FIIE. 

If the parent requests the LEA of residence to evaluate the child because the parents/guardians are 
considering enrolling the child in the LEA of residence, that LEA conducts the evaluation. Once consent 
is given by the parent to speak with the new LEA, the two LEAs are advised to work in collaboration 
with parents/guardians in this case. 

After obtaining written parental consent, the FIIE must be completed within 45 school days. The 
timeline is not extended due to absences for private school children. 

19 TAC §89.1011(c)(2) 

The LEA that completed the evaluation conducts the initial admission, review, and dismissal (ARD) 
committee meeting to address eligibility and free appropriate public education (FAPE), even if the 
parent/guardian has made it clear that they do not intend to consent to special education and related 
services. 

An LEA may not require a private school to implement a response to intervention (RTI) process before 
an LEA evaluates a parentally placed private school child. 

If a parent/guardian refuses to sign the consent for evaluation or does not respond to a request for 
consent, due process may not be filed against the parent/guardian.  

34 C.F.R., 300.300 

https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/texas-schools-charter-schools/charter-school-information-for-students-with-disabilities.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/texas-schools-charter-schools/charter-school-information-for-students-with-disabilities.pdf
https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/child-find-flyers-and-posters
https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=19&pt=2&ch=89&rl=1011#:~:text=(2)%20for%20students,the%20student%27s%20parent.
https://fw.escapps.net/Display_Portal/glossary#F1
https://fw.escapps.net/node/3878#:~:text=WHEN%20DESPITE%20REASONABLE%20EFFORTS%2C%20CONSENT%20IS%20NOT%20OBTAINED%20FOR%20THE%C2%A0REEVALUATION%20OF%20THE%20CHILD%20WHO%20IS%20HOME%20SCHOOLED%20OR%20PRIVATE%20SCHOOLED
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/d/300.300
https://fw.escapps.net/node/3895
https://fw.escapps.net/node/3820#:~:text=WHEN%20PRIOR%20WRITTEN%20NOTICE%20IS%20REQUIRED
https://fw.escapps.net/Display_Portal/publications
https://fw.escapps.net/Display_Portal/publications
https://fw.escapps.net/node/3868
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Reevaluations 
The LEA, where the private school is located, is responsible for reevaluating children with disabilities. 

Reevaluations follow the evaluation procedures. 

The LEA must provide the parent/guardian with PWN and offer the opportunity to provide informed 
written consent for reevaluation. 

If a parent/guardian does not provide consent for the reevaluation or fails to respond to the LEA’s 
request for consent for reevaluation, due process may not be filed against the parent/guardian. 

34 C.F.R., 300.300 

Services Plan 
LEAs should develop a services plan for each eligible child with a disability. A services plan outlines the special 
education and related services that a parentally placed private school child with disabilities will receive. 

The LEA where the private school is located determines which special education and related services 
will be provided to students with disabilities parentally placed in private schools. 

The LEA where the private school is located develops a services plan for the child that describes the 
specific special education and related services that the child will receive in light of the service the LEA 
determined it would make available to children with disabilities parentally placed in private school. 

Services may be provided on the premises of private schools, including religious schools, to the extent 
consistent with the law. 

If necessary for the child to benefit from or participate in the services provided, a parentally placed 
private school child with a disability must be provided transportation: 

• From the child’s school or the child’s home to a site other than the private school; and 
• From the service site to the private school, or to the child’s home, depending on the timing of the 

services. 
• The LEA is not required to provide transportation from the child’s home to the private school. 

*Transportation services come out of the funds allotted to each child and most likely will reduce the amount of other services 
the child will receive due to the limited amount of funds. 
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https://fw.escapps.net/node/3818#:~:text=and%20mobility%20specialist.-,EVALUATION%20PROCEDURES,-Document
https://fw.escapps.net/node/3878#:~:text=ELEMENTS%20OF%20CONSENT%20FOR%20REEVALUATION
https://fw.escapps.net/node/3878#:~:text=ELEMENTS%20OF%20CONSENT%20FOR%20REEVALUATION
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/d/300.300
https://fw.escapps.net/node/3822?search_term=DEVELOPING%20THE%20PROPORTIONATE%20SHARE%20SERVICES%20PLAN#287479
https://fw.escapps.net/node/3822?search_term=Transportation%20services#287501
https://fw.escapps.net/node/3822?search_term=services%20plan#287479
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Dual Enrollment 

Parents/guardians of children ages three or four can choose dual enrollment for their child in both the 
public school and the private school. 

Beginning on their third birthday, a child with disabilities can attend a private or home school and 
still receive the services they need in the public school if they have an identified disability until the 
end of the school year which the child turns five or becomes eligible to attend the LEA’s kindergarten 
program. 

The public school district where a student resides is responsible for providing special education and 
related services to a student whose parents/guardians choose dual enrollment. 

Key Points to Remember 
• For more information on Child Find, access the free TEALearn course, Child Find 

Duty-Everyone’s Responsibility. 
• LEAs must provide training and professional development regarding Child Find and 

are encouraged to hold training on the IDEA and evaluation requirements with private school staff. 
• It is recommended that the LEA in which the private school is located reach out to the parent/guardian 

of the parentally placed private school child every three years to address reevaluation. 
• The LEA in which the private school is located is not required to develop an individualized education 

program (IEP) if the parents/guardians make clear that the child will remain enrolled in the private 
school. However, the LEA should discuss a services plan with the parents/guardians. 19 TAC 89.1096(b) 

• It is generally recommended to review a services plan periodically to assess a child’s progress and 
determine if any revisions are necessary. This review process helps ensure that the goals set for the 
child are being achieved and that the services provided effectively support their needs. While the 
frequency of these reviews may vary depending on local regulations or individual circumstances, they 
are commonly advised to occur at least once a year. 

• If the LEA where the private school is located conducted the evaluation, and the parent disagrees with 
that evaluation, the parent has the right to request an independent educational evaluation (IEE) from 
that LEA at public expense. 

For information on consultation and proportionate share information, please see the Additional Resources on 
the next page. 

https://register.tealearn.com/browse/tea/network/child-find/courses/child-find-duty-everyones-responsibility
https://register.tealearn.com/browse/tea/network/child-find/courses/child-find-duty-everyones-responsibility
https://fw.escapps.net/node/3822?search_term=DEVELOPING%20THE%20PROPORTIONATE%20SHARE%20SERVICES%20PLAN#287479:~:text=The%20LEA%20is,89.1096(b)
https://fw.escapps.net/node/3887#:~:text=for%20an%20IEE.-,IEE%20AT%20PUBLIC%20EXPENSE,-Practice
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Additional Resources 

Legal Resources 

The Texas Legal Framework-
Children in Private Schools

U.S. Department of Education, 
Office of Special Education 
Programs - Questions and 
Answers on Serving Children 
with Disabilities Placed by Their 
Parents in Private Schools

U.S. Department of Education - 
The IDEA Provisions Related to 
Children with Disabilities Enrolled 
by Their Parents in Private Schools

State Resources 

19 Texas Administrative Code 
§89.1096 - Provision of Services 
for Students Placed by their 
Parents in Private Schools or 
Facilities

TEA Guidance on Parentally 
Placed Private School Children 
with Disabilities
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https://fw.escapps.net/node/3822
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/files/QA_on_Private_Schools_02-28-2022.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/admins/lead/speced/privateschools/idea.pdf
https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=19&pt=2&ch=89&rl=1096
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/programs-and-services/state-guidance/guidance-on-parentally-placed-private-school-children-with-disabilities
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